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A TOTAL of 14 out of 85
Bury schools inspected
by Ofsted last year
received an
“outstanding” rating.
And figures released

show that another 53
were judged to be “good,”
14 required improvement
while four were said to
be “inadequate.”
Overall, 62 per cent of

those schools which were
visited by Ofsted
inspectors received a
rating of “good.”
The figures come from

Ofsted’s official statistics
for school inspections
and outcomes for 2013.

DID you work at the
Bibby and Baron factory
in Dumers Lane, Bury, in
the 1950s or 1960s?
If so, you are invited to

an afternoon reunion
event on May 9, which has
been organised by former
workers.
For full details call Betty

Hardman (nee Standish)
on 0161 797 8745 or 0161
764 1038.

DO you know a graffiti
artist who uses the tag
of ‘Keegan’?
Radcliffe police are

looking for
information after the
culprit daubed green
paint on a wall in
Shirebrook Drive,
Radcliffe, last week.
A police spokesman

said: “Bury Council
staff have now
removed the graffiti
but we are keen to
track down the person
responsible. We would
ask anyone with
information to call us
on 101.”

POLICE are urging
Radcliffe homeowners
to think safe during
the current dry spell.
Last spring, Radcliffe

police dealt with a rise
in burglaries when the
warmer weather
arrived, the majority
of which were down to
people leaving
windows open and
doors unlocked.
A Radcliffe Police

spokesman said:
“Thieves will look for
any opportunity they
can to break into a
house and an open
window or unlocked
door gives them the
advantage.”

THE Bishop of Manchester
“boxed” clever when he
visited Radcliffe to fulfil
three engagements in the
town.
Right Reverend David

Walker took a look in the
Porch Boxes room at the
Bridge Methodist Church
and helped pack boxes in
company with some pupils
from St Stephen’s Primary
School in Bury, who have
adopted the charity as their
class project.
He also visited the ROC

(Redeeming Our
Communities) cafe and
community centre in
Westminster Avenue.
He rounded off the visit

by meeting church people
from the deanery at St
Thomas and St John’s
Church for worship as well
as a question-and-answer
session.
Rt Rev Walker, who was

enthroned as Bishop of
Manchester last November,
was given a warm welcome
when he visited Porch
Boxes, an organisation
which provides food and
toiletries for people in
need.
The charity was set up in

2001 and has seen a massive
increase in demand for its
services.
The ROC Centre is an

initiative of Redeeming
Our Communities, a
charity set up in 2004 with
more than 50 projects
offering solutions to social
needs.
The centre in Radcliffe is

seen as a vibrant
community hub at the
heart of the Coronation
Road estate and works in
partnership with Greater
Manchester Police, Fire
and Rescue Service, Bury
Council and Churches
Together in Radcliffe, along
with local community
groups and businesses.
It holds a daily police

surgery and provides a
base for a range of

community activities
including ROC cafe, ROC
football, youth church,
fortnightly community
lunches, weekly bingo
sessions and weekly drama
workshops for children.
Around 300 people of all

ages access activities in the
ROC Centre each week, and
it has been reported there
has been a fall in anti-social
behaviour, since it opened
in October 2011, of 36 per
cent.

■ Warm welcome
as Rt Rev Walker
visits charities

The Bishop of
Manchester at the ROC
Centre in Radcliffe

Rt Rev David Walker,
Bishop of Manchester,
with St Stephen’s
pupils, left to right,
Anisah Imran aged 10,
Hannah Green, aged
nine, and Charlotte
Chadwick aged 10

ST George’s Day was
celebrated in an extra
special way by nursery
children who entered a
card designing
competition.
Gortons Chartered

Accountants, based in
Blackburn Street,
Radcliffe, asked children
from Holyrood Nursery
in Bury Old Road to
enter a St George’s Day
card competition.
The winner was Ollie

Brady, aged four, who
won vouchers and a
framed picture of his
card design.
Gortons has been

celebrating St George’s
Day for many years by
closing the office, giving
staff the day off, and
inviting friends and
clients to celebrate with
them.
Jim Gorton, the

company’s principal,
said: “It is great to
celebrate our national
day and give everyone
something to smile
about.
“We send all our clients

a St George’s Day card,
and it’s just a bit
different from sending
Christmas cards and the
like.”
Diane McCafferty,

manager of Holyrood
Nursery, added: “All the
children had lots of fun
designing cards for St
George’s Day.”

THE Mayor of Bury
reckons she “must be
mad”.
For Cllr Sharon

Briggs, who represents
Radcliffe North, is
preparing to abseil
128ft down Peel Tower
on Holcombe Hill for
the charities, Making
Space and the Bury
Cancer Support Centre
on Saturday.
And she has managed

to “rope” in her
daughter and mayoress,
Natalie Wells.
Cllr Briggs said: “I

must be going mad —
I’ve never abseiled in
my life. But I’m not
going to refuse a
challenge that could
mean so much to
charities in Bury.”
The mayor has set up

a Just Giving page for
sponsorship at:
http://www.justgiving.c
om/Sharon-Briggs1
Other people are also

being encouraged to
take part. For more
details call Rachel
Yates on 07738 148284
or email rachel.yates@
makingspace.co.uk

A NATIONALLY-recognised health
scheme will create “real change” in
Radcliffe, a Government minister has
said.
Earlier this month it was announced

that the Healthier Radcliffe pilot to
extend GP opening hours had been
given a place on the national ‘Our
Place’ initiative.
The town’s health project was also

given an initial £3,000 funding boost
through Our Place, a scheme designed
to allow public service users to shape
provision themselves.

Last week, Communities Minister
Stephen Williams MP announced 123
areas nationwide have now been
offered the chance to tackle
employment, crime and health issues.
Mr Williams said: “Strong examples

from the pilot areas show that when a
community is engaged and active in
determining how their neighbourhood
works, real change is possible.”
More than 2,000 people have

benefited from extended opening
hours at Redbank Group Practice,
Spring Lane Medical Centre, Monarch

Medical Centre, The RLC Surgery,
Radcliffe Medical Centre and Mile
Lane Surgery to date.
Cllr Rishi Shori, cabinet member for

Adult Care, Health and Housing, said:
“Our Place status will further help
raise the profile of the excellent and
groundbreaking work this council and
our partners are doing in Radcliffe. It
will help us develop the Healthier
Radcliffe project even further,
working with the communities of
Radcliffe to help them take control of
their own health and wellbeing.”
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