
theboltonnews.co.ukBNOn the Beat in Bolton WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 201318

OFFICER
PROFILE

Bolton North Insp
Wayne Readfern talks
about how to deter
theives as the darker
nights set in

YOUNGSTERS

■ Community group,
which has helped to
cut crime, is looking
to expand scheme

IT is probably my
age, but it doesn’t
seem that long ago
since I was giving out
crime reduction
messages for the
start of summer.
Seasonal risk

analysis shows an
increase of burglary
during autumn.
Thieves will

typically target
houses without lights
on during late
afternoon or early
evening because they
can be pretty sure
that there is nobody
home.
The simple advice

to combat this is to
buy one or two timer
switches and set
them to come on at
the time when it is
going dark.
The plugs are not

very expensive and
easy to use.
All you do is plug

the timer switches
into the wall socket
and then plug a
reading lamp into the
timer switch.
Experts say that it

costs about a penny a
day to leave a lamp
on for a few hours
with a low energy
bulb fitted.
This is a small price

to pay for some peace
of mind.
Now would also be a

good time to consider
an outside light, or if
you already have one,
make sure that it is
in working order.
Burglars love the

dark, they can see
without being seen
and will take every
opportunity to hide
in shadows.
Having an outside

light reduces the
chance of you
becoming a victim of
burglary. Most
modern outside
lights are fitted with
a motion sensor that
operates the light as
somebody approaches
your house.
Finally, as always,

please do not hesitate
to report anybody
acting suspicious.
Just give the police

a call on 101 and give
a description of the
suspicious person(s).

By MIRANDA NEWEY
miranda.newey@theboltonnews.co.uk

A COMMUNITY centre has
reduced crime — and now it
is hoped the scheme can be
rolled out across Bolton.
The charity behind

Breightmet’s ROC Centre is
hoping to drum up support
for new community
facilities.
Since Redeeming Our

Communities opened the
ROC Centre in Breightmet
Community Church, in
Winchester Way, last year,
crime levels in the area have
fallen.
Now, the organisation is

holding a ROC Conversation
event at The Victoria Hall,
Knowsley Street, to discuss
the prospect of opening a
similar service elsewhere in
Bolton.
Debra Green OBE, the

national director of ROC,
said: “The evening is for
businesses that may want to
sponsor a project and for
volunteers who may want to
help set up a project.
“We can train those

volunteers and help them to
see what that entails. We are
also looking for people who
might have expertise, know
of a building or funding we
can apply for. If we have the
people in the roomwemight
have the pieces of jigsaw
and can pool all the
resources together.
“We are hoping to have six

or seven projects open in
Bolton win a year from
now.”
The charity aims to

transform communities by
working with the police, fire
service, schools and
churches, to find ways to
reduce crime.
The ROC Centre sees 450

people use the 14 projects on
offer within the building
each week.
Services include a

launderette, a free ROC Cafe
for young people and ROC
Restore, which tackles

crime through restorative
justice by bringing together
victims and offenders of low
level crime in a meeting
with trained volunteers.
It is funded through

grants, businesses,
fundraising events and
donations.

Insp Wayne Readfern, for
Bolton North
Neighbourhood Police
Team, said: “The
Breightmet ROC Cafe
continues to grow in
strength and is now a well
established facility where
young people can meet,
socialise and feel safe. We
have had great reductions
in anti-social behaviour
since the ROC started.
“There were 37 less

incidents over the first
three months, which also
included the summer
holidays. I believe that the
ROC was pivotal to this in

providing something for
young people to do,
especially on Friday
evenings. But it is not just
about diverting the young
people who would otherwise
have been causing a nuisance,
it is also about rewarding
the ones who don’t get into
trouble and The ROC.”
He added that the cafe is a

good opportunity for
officers to meet young
people in relaxed
atmosphere.

Special Constable Nicki
Forgham, attends ROC Cafe
each Friday. She said the
cafe includes a disco, bingo,
table-tennis and other
activities for people aged 11
to 18.
All children are welcome

to attend, whether they have
been in trouble in the past
or not. The meeting will
take place on Wednesday,
September 18, between 7pm
and 9pm. To attend the event
email info@roc.uk.com
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The ROC is now a
well-established
facility where young
people can meet

Insp Wayne Readfern

ROC hopes to
build on success

 Name: Leah Kemp

 Age: 24

 How long have you
been working for the
police? I have been
working for GMP since
January 2013. I work as
part of the neighbour-
hood policing team, as
an Operational Support
Officer at Scholey Street
police station.

 How would you
describe your role?
To ensure the smooth
running of the policing
team. I help officers with
their inquiries, prepare
and update the daily
briefings, deal with
members of the public,
reply to emails, update
the wanteds and answer
any enquiries that come
into the office
throughout the day.
Social networking is also
a big part of the job; it is
a fun and effective way
of communicating with
members of the public.

 Why did you choose
to join the force? I have
always wanted to help
people the best way I
can. I wanted a job that
was challenging and
different from day to
day. I am forever
learning in this job and I
believe that working for
the police is a
demanding but fulfilling
career.

 What is the best part
of the job? The best
part of the job is
definitely getting the
results we hope for.
Many crimes
investigated by the team
can be ongoing for quite
some time so good
news is always a
positive especially for
the victims.

 What achievement
are you most proud of?
Getting this job was a
massive achievement in
itself; however I am
most proud of how well i
have integrated with the
rest of the team.
Before the start of this
year I had never worked
within the police
environment, and I am
pleased with how well I
have adapted and
handled different
situations.

DRUM BEAT Volunteer Simon Wilson teaches
drums to, from left, Angel McCann and Dylan
Gregory, both aged 11 and Edmund Walsh
and Findlay Bailey, both aged 12

TAKING AIM Two youngsters
play a game of pool

TEA TIME From left, ROC volunteers, Carol
Everette, Dave Doherty and Kathleen Casey

PING PONG Jamie Anderson, aged 13,
plays table tennis at ROC Cafe


